
With the November election 
coming up, campaign advertisements 

a r e dominating the airwaves more and 
more; TPHS students, once 
indifferent about politics, are 

beginning to get caught in the fervor of the campaign.
According to former TPHS parent and local polling station 

volunteer Shari Kenyon, the involvement of the younger population in 
politics is more important than ever before. 

“It’s important to be politically 
active because if you don’t know 
what’s going on in your country, 
then you’re just another peg on 

t h e board,” Kenyon said. 
While Kenyon believes it is 

important for young voters to appear 
at the polls, she said they need to be 
politically educated and ready to cast 
votes based on their own ideals. Following 

the 2008 presidential election, the United States 
Census Bureau reported that only 19.7 percent of 

18-24 year olds nationwide voted in the election. 
“A lot of kids like to be activists, and that’s great because it 

can bring on a lot of change in this country, but they also have to be 
informed,” Kenyon said.

Likewise, Will Johnson (11) feels that high school students 
need to begin forming their own opinions regarding politics 
because they are approaching the age when they can start 
voting.

Johnson, a self-identifi ed libertarian, took an interest 
in current affairs after watching “The Daily Show With 
Jon Stewart” and “The Colbert Report” because they offer 

a “funny take on politics.” Johnson’s newfound interest in current affairs led him 
to join Speech and Debate. He is now a captain of the varsity Congressional Debate 
team and is constantly doing research on current social and economic issues.

While Monroe Peed (10) said she knows little about politics, she acknowledges 
the effect that her father’s recent political campaign had on her views. After serving 
as the chief of the San Diego District Attorney’s Superior Court Division, Garland 
Peed campaigned for San Diego Superior Court Judge this past summer. Through 
attending fundraisers and speeches advertising her father’s campaign, Monroe has 
begun to develop political views of her own.

“I see my dad watching political news and things like that all the time, so if I see 
something interesting I’ll ask him about it,” Monroe said. 

Peed hopes his daughter gained some sort of political knowledge through his 
campaign; like Kenyon, he acknowledges the importance of young involvement in 
politics. 

“Unfortunately, the nationwide percentage of young voters is low, but it is 
extremely important for all citizens to be involved in elections, especially young 
people,” Garland Peed said. “This presidential election will severely impact the next 
generation.”

Johnson said he is fi scally conservative and socially liberal, but also that his 
views could change as he grows up.

“When you’re younger, you’re more open-minded,” Johnson said. “But as you get 
older, your ideologies become more ingrained in your head.”

Meanwhile, Kenyon praises young, active voters she has previously observed at 
the polls.

“You need to cast your own vote if you are going to complain 
about what’s going on in our government,” Kenyon said. “I 

have seen young voters that were very enthusiastic. They 
were far from apathetic…They asked questions, took 
their time at the polls and even came with notes.”

While Kenyon and Peed encourage young people to 
involve themselves in current affairs, and although 

students with strong political stances are few, 
Generation Y is slowly, but surely, 

beginning to inform itself and 
take a stand.

By Cory Lomberg and 
Joe Phuong

Although most TPHS students will not have the opportunity to hit the voting booths 
in November, some are already active participants in the political world, especially 
with the election only 39 days away.

Ryan Crawford (12), who turns 18 just a couple of weeks after the election, often 
seizes the chance to voice his views while participating in political discussions at 
school.

“I talk to teachers; last year I talked to Mr. Chess, this year I talk to Mr. Drake a 
lot, and I always talk to Mr. Caughey,” Crawford said. “They are teachers who I trust 
and who have relatively similar views. I [frequently talk about politics] in history 
classes, because it gets brought up a lot during the class.”

Political debates have not been confi ned to campus. With social media more 
prominent than ever, Crawford has found a new avenue to talk politics.

 “If I see a post [on Facebook] by someone that I agree with or don’t agree with 
it, I’ll comment on it,” Crawford said. “Or if some people that are my friends have 
opposing views, I’ll probably voice [how I feel about their views].”

However, Crawford acknowledges that few students — even those eligible to vote 
in the upcoming election — are as vocal or informed about politics.

“[A lot of TPHS] don’t view the election as [having] a direct effect on their lives,” 
Crawford said. “[Students] aren’t going to lose their homes, they’re not going to have 
their taxes raised and they’re not going to have an abortion. I would say [students] 
inside the TPHS bubble it doesn’t really affect [them].”

Neal Nathan, co-president of the TPHS Liberals Club, agrees that many of his 
peers are apathetic toward politics and current events.

“Most [of my] peers are sort of willing to have a discussion, but I would say that 
the majority of [TPHS] students and most people our age are pretty uninvolved in 
politics,” Nathan said. “They don’t care much about politics and they just sort of let ...  
students who have taken self-interest in politics [dictate the discussion].”

To stimulate and foster political interest in students, Nathan’s club participated in 
a series of political debates last year with the TPHS Conservatives Club.

“The clubs each sent a panel of representatives who would express and debate 
the general, overarching agenda of each club,” said D.J. Magee (12), a co-founder 

of the TPHS Conservatives Club. “We had debates at lunch, and they would sort 
of run continuously one lunch period every week afterward, [until we] reached the 
resolution. It was a bit informal and we just debated until we reached a pretty obvious 
impasse or, more often than not, a conclusion where a majority of the people in the 
room came together on one stance.”

Magee realized that these debates revealed overlaps between the two sides that 
are often overlooked.

“We encouraged a deeper, more open and developed culmination [of views],” 
Magee said. “We created an off-site outlet for vocal discourse where [we brought the] 
conservative and liberal spheres  together ... to enrich [our political] understanding.”

Similarly, Crawford has grown up aware of the current political atmosphere, and 
has used this awareness to shape his personal beliefs and political viewpoints.

“I’ve always been interested. Even back in ‘08 with that election, I was watching all 
the debates,” Crawford said. “I would say that [politics is] just one of my big interests. 
Not all people like [it], but I’m just fascinated by politics and the history of it.”

Dan Aposhian, an AP Economics and Government teacher, encourages students to 
take on a point of view, but said that it is equally benefi cial for a student to discuss 
ideas with those who have different beliefs.

“Always listen,” Aposhian said. “It’s easy to get emotional about something, but 
you’re 17 or 18. Don’t lock your mind now; you’re way too young. You will learn and 
you will experience different things.”

According to both Nathan and Crawford, there is no better place for students to 
articulate and exchange their political viewpoints than inside the classroom.

“[In classes] like AP Government or AP Economics or AP U.S. History, where 
students are asked about their views, if [students] feel comfortable then it’s a great 
time to voice [their opinions],” Crawford said.

As the elections quickly approach, some TPHS students will inevitably remain 
apathetic to the political process, while others will utilize their First Amendment 
rights to promulgate their beliefs, even if they will not be able to act on their convictions 
through a vote on Nov. 6.

By Savannah Kelly and Emily Sun

Over the years, the Democratic and Republican parties have eclipsed other 
political parties in the United States, causing third parties to compete heavily for 
voters’ attention.

The United States’ famous founding document, the Constitution, has provided 
the basis for a free country in which people govern through representatives. 
However, Patrick Boyd (12) believes that the two main political parties, 
Democratic and Republican, have failed to lead the nation in the manner that the 
founding fathers intended.

“Neither [Barack Obama or Mitt Romney] truly supports the Constitution, 
which is your job as president,” Boyd said.  “Romney believes in foreign 
interventionism, as does Obama, even though Obama won’t 
admit it. They both believe in a simultaneous welfare and 
warfare state, which you can’t have unless you want the 
country to ultimately collapse.”

Instead, Boyd identifi es himself as a member of the 
Libertarian party, one of many steadily growing alternative 
political parties in the United States. To Boyd, the 
Libertarian party’s most prominent idea is in its name. 

“I like the idea of individual liberty,” Boyd said. 
“Individual liberty means smaller government intrusion in 
personal lives, free markets and lower taxes.” 

However, alternative parties are still at a signifi cant 
fi nancial disadvantage. According to the Federal Election 
Commission, Libertarian candidate Gary Johnson raised 
$416,000 between April 2011 and December 2011, compared 
to Romney’s $24.2 million and Obama’s $39.9 million.

“I think politicians can get more accomplished if they’re 
a member of one party or another,” AP U.S. History teacher 
Jim Harrah said. “If you’re kind of a third party or a free thinker, you’re not going 
to have as much support, especially if you want to run for offi ce.”

Johnson’s ideas present a unique perspective that is signifi cantly different 
from the positions of candidates Mitt Romney and Barack Obama.

“I think the country is in deep trouble, and I’m offering up a voice that is not 
being heard right now,” Johnson said to The Philadelphia Inquirer. “I don’t want 
to bomb Iran; I do believe that marriage equality is a constitutionally guaranteed 
right. I’m the only one promising a balanced budget. If we don’t balance the 
budget now, we’ll fi nd ourselves in a monetary collapse.”

Harrah is an independent voter, one who makes nonpartisan choices based on 
personal beliefs and ideas.

“The polarization [of the Democratic and Republican parties] bothers me,” 
Harrah said. “I think maybe more than anything, the polarization of the parties 
in recent years is not really creating the environment of conversation and 
compromise that should be there.”

According to the Gallup poll, an accurate public opinion poll 

administered by Gallup Inc., 27 percent of registered voters in the United States 
are Republican, 35 percent are Democratic and 36 percent are independent 
voters. The remaining two percent are registered in a third party.

“It’s a shame that the United States is so entangled with the two-party 
system,” Boyd said. “People involved in the two big parties should welcome ideas 
that may be unpopular in their party and examine them 
from an analytical standpoint rather than 
taking the partisan stand.”

According to the Libertarian National 
Committee, the party has over 250,000 

registered voters and 154 
elected offi cials, a signifi cant 
step up from its 80,000 registered voters and one elected offi cial 
in 1978. It is the third largest and fastest-growing political party. 

Other signifi cant third parties include the Green Party and the 
Constitution Party. The Green Party believes 
in environmentalism, non-violence and 
social justice. The Constitution Party 
believes that the nation’s leaders have 
strayed from the ideas and values of 
the Constitution.

 “I think although [Democrats and Republicans] 
claim to be reading the Constitution accurately and claim 
to be experts on what the founding fathers believed, they found 
a way to custom-design parts of the Constitution they needed 
the most, to protect their own position,” Harrah said. “I 
think both sides have misused the Constitution 
for political purposes.”

Though the two percent of Americans that are third-
party affi liates pale in comparison to the vast number of 
Americans that are Democratic or Republican supporters, 
Boyd believes that being a member of a third party is 
important despite the loss of recognition.

“It’s totally worth being part of a political party that doesn’t get much 
recognition, especially if you’re trying to restore America to a point where all we 
need to do is follow the Constitution,” Boyd said. “It’s better to hold strong your 
beliefs and be principled rather than ‘drink the Kool-Aid.’”

As some third parties gain momentum, voters may fi nd newer and brighter 
ideas away from the eclipsing shadows of the dominating parties.  

By Anna Li
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