
There’s something disgusting about the Common App. Maybe it’s the dreary color scheme. Maybe it’s the daunting red triangles. Whatever it is, we’ve 
all developed Irritable Bowel Syndrome from it. Perhaps what’s scariest is that the Common App never goes away. It litters our web history, makes 
appearances on emails and is mentioned daily on Facebook. Thank the lord that Common App doesn’t have an Instagram. We would actually lose our 
s---. But at the end of the day, we all know that the Common App is like the know-it-all kid in Physics who no one likes. He probably has B.O. and eats 
Flaming Hot Cheetos. Whoever he is, I’m sure we would all love to switch places and watch him try to answer our questions. And that’s exactly what 
we’ve done below. 

Short Answer

    I couldn’t think of a topic to write about for my essay, so I just attached a copy of my erotic novel, “The 
Beauty and the Beast In Handcuffs.” Will admissions officers dismiss me as lowbrow, or will they see me as 
a mature scholar with a hot vocabulary and a knack for saucy wordplay? - Fiddy Shades

**YOUR SEXUAL IDENTITY WILL BE TESTED. LEARN MORE.**
Dear Fiddy,
     I commend you for taking a risk, but “Beauty and The Beast” is a bit immature. Instead, base it off of a novel of literary merit. 
Maybe “The Naked Picture of Dorian Gray,” “The Sun Isn’t the Only Thing That Rises” or “Lord of the Thighs.” As to whether or not 
colleges will see you as immature, you should not worry about that. In fact, they, too, will commend you for taking such a bold risk. 
Really, your “mistake” is a blessing in disguise. Of course, all of your peers are going to write about their accomplishments and their 
passions blah blah blah. Getting the admissions officers all hot and bothered is the perfect way to make sure you stick out.

Short Answer

    I’m pretty confident in my application — my GPA is a high 4.20, and I’m the president of 11 clubs that 
meet at lunch every day to schedule lunch meetings. But I’m worried about my essay. How do I talk about 
my accomplishments without seeming arrogant? - Mother Teresa II

**YOUR KEY CLUB EXPERIENCE MAY BE USELESS. LEARN MORE.**
Dear Ms. Teresa,
     Look how cute you are, worrying about coming off as cocky. Colleges don’t care about likability. In fact, don’t even write an essay 
— write a laundry list of all your activities. Have you ever uploaded a picture on Facebook of yourself holding a shovel with some 
underprivileged kids? Include it. If you insist on writing an actual essay, though, then it’s probably a good idea to hire someone to 
read them. College counselors can be expensive, but they are often extremely helpful in making sure you know how to use commas 
and telling you to change a word or two.

Short Answer

    I understand that the Common App has scheduled the Apocalypse for December 21, 2012, but is that on 
East Coast time? Should I try to submit my app before 12:00 a.m. EST, or will He already have wiped us off 
the planet? - Maayan Collander

**YOUR EXISTENCE IS MEANINGLESS ANYWAY. LEARN MORE.**
Dear Maayan,
     Worry not, for the humble folks at Common App have your back. We have graciously worked it out so that The End will occur 
one time zone at a time. Just make sure to turn in your CSS profile before the Apocalypse hits China if you want to be considered for 
need-based financial aid. 

Short Answer

    I’ve been stressing about the college admissions process because honestly, I feel like I’m not good enough 
for an education. I just saw “Rain Man,” though, and that got me to thinking ... do I need to go college? The 
guy in the movie seems quite capable of life without a college degree. - Tom Cruise

**YOUR BELIEFS WILL BE SEVERELY COMPROMISED. LEARN MORE.**
Dear Tom Cruise,
     Aren’t you the guy who thinks that people are aliens from outer space?
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