
At the outset, 2013 seems like it will be promising for women in politics. The 
Huffington Post reported that November’s election “will go down in history as a 
groundbreaking, glass-ceiling-smashing milestone for women,” citing the record 
number of female Congresswomen, the first openly lesbian Senator, the first openly 
bisexual Congresswoman and a number of other milestones.

A recent Forbes article offered a similarly optimistic view, predicting that “looking 
forward, 2013 could be a banner year” for strong female leaders. 

Yet while women are gaining representation in the political world, many believe 
women still have a ways to go before the country reaches true political equality.

Twenty percent of U.S. Senators and 17.9 percent of U.S. Representatives are 
women. The Supreme Court has three female justices out of nine, there are six women 
governors out of 50, nine percent of mayors of the 100 largest U.S. cities are women 
and a mere 23.6 percent of elected state legislators are women. The United States 
ranks 71st internationally in terms of female legislative representation.

The unique challenges that female politicians face may contribute to the male-
dominated political system that is still the norm, 
particularly at the federal level. 

According to Noelle Norton, a professor of political 
science and international relations at the University of San 
Diego, women are often the primary caretakers for their 
children, so are not as likely as their male counterparts to 
run for office. When they do run, they are typically older 
and choose to serve in the state government so they can be 
closer to their families.

“Female candidates for office still face a double standard 
— they can’t be too masculine or feminine, but must 
strike a studied, delicate balance between the masculine 
expectations for political office and the feminine nature of 
their sex,” said Shana Bass, assistant professor of political 
science at California State University, San Marcos. 
“Further, the media treats female candidates differently 
... focusing more often on their appearance and less often on their policy.”

Although appearance should not play a role in evaluating candidates, the reality is 
that certain issues do not affect men the same way they affect women. 

“Women have to check how sexual their attire is, which men don’t,” Norton said.
Jessica Williams (10), who may want to pursue a career in politics, agreed that in 

general, people care more about women’s appearances, especially in politics.
“You always hear about their hairstyle, or that they have a hairdresser, or I mean, 

I heard last week that someone said Hillary Clinton doesn’t have a hairdresser who 
travels with her,” Williams said. “I’d rather hear about what she’s doing for our 
country. You don’t really hear stuff like that about guys.”

Although she is aware of such realities, Williams is not intimidated.
“I feel like it wouldn’t make me feel scared to go into politics, but I would just be 

more careful,” Williams said.
However, Sherri Lightner, a San Diego City Council member, said that she has not 

faced any challenges in her own political career due to her gender.
In fact, Lightner said that politics is “probably one of the most open” professions in 

terms of gender equality and opportunities for women.
“You don’t see the limitations in the political realm you do in the business realm,” 

Lightner said. 
Before she went into politics, she worked in engineering and said that she was one 

woman among 200 male colleagues at her company.
While Lightner acknowledged that female leaders are still underrepresented, she 

believes that young women are just as encouraged as their male peers to get involved 
in politics, and that specifically at the high school level, both girls and boys have 
equal opportunities to take on leadership roles in student government.

Senior class Vice President Madison Dutra (12) said that more girls are involved 
in the TPHS Associated Student Body than boys. In fact, nationally, girls outnumber 
boys in high school leadership positions, according to the American Association of 
University Women, and 50 percent of high school girls hold some leadership position, 
according to a 2010 survey by Varsity Brands and Ketchum Global Research Network.

“The guys on ASB ... work hard and ... do a lot in our class, but I think girls are just 
more motivated to do the types of things that ASB does,” Dutra said. “I love leading 
and being in charge, but I don’t know if that I will necessarily be in politics.”

If Dutra changed her mind, she would have more opportunities available to her as 
a female politician today than ever in the past.

“Compared to the 1900s, [women] are progressing [in politics],” Sarah Bhattacharjee 
(11) said. “We have really progressed, but there is a lot more we can do … We haven’t 
hit the final barrier.”

Bass pointed out that, although women’s representation in Congress is at a 
record high, the numbers are still far from reflecting the fact that 50 percent of the 
population is female.  

“Having women in political office matters for everyday women,” Bass said. 
“Female officeholders are more likely to bring issues of importance to women to the 
political agenda ... and to recruit other women to run for office. Further, scholars have 
found that women have different leadership styles than men and tend more toward 
consensus-building and active listening than their male counterparts. Perhaps if 
there were more female political leaders, congressional policymaking might improve.”

Women’s issues figured prominently in the 2012 election, as issues like abortion 
rights and birth control were once again brought to the forefront of American politics. 
Many women felt they were fighting battles already won, for example, with regard to 

reproductive freedom.
Perhaps due to some Republican candidates’ gaffs — such as former Representative  

Todd Akin’s comments on “legitimate rape” — 53 percent of women voted for Obama 
in 2012, according to a poll conducted by the Pew Research Center.

“Unlike the Republican Party, we have strong women leaders who are standing up 
for women’s rights,” said Bhattacharjee, who identifies with the Democratic Party.

However, Julia Skyhar (11), who identifies as a Republican, said her party also 
supports women’s rights despite the stigma that the 2012 election season created.

“A lot of liberals will argue that conservatives say that women shouldn’t have 
rights. They’re pulling the whole Mitt Romney ‘women in a binder’ … but in reality, 
[the Republican Party] is for women’s rights,” Skyhar said. “Like regarding abortion, 
it’s not exactly issues with women’s rights; it’s more like moral issues, religious 
issues, ethical issues, economic issues — that kind of stuff.”

Skyhar also said women are gaining more of a voice in politics and thinks that, 
as a country, “we’re definitely ready” to elect the first female president. She believes 

that most people today vote based on their views, not 
the gender or race of the candidates.

“If you look at Herman Cain, he was black, but he 
had a lot of Republican supporters, so I think that’s 
definitely across the board where we don’t really care 
if [a candidate is] a woman or a man, or black or 
white,” Skyhar said.

In 1992, the so-called “Year of the Woman,” women 
had six seats in the Senate, and that was considering 
revolutionary, according to the Washington Post. 
Now, with women holding 20 Senate seats — over 
three times that number — it is apparent that female 
politicians have undoubtedly  come a long way, and 
it seems that a woman will one day hold the highest 
office in the land.

“Being able to have that pride in my country ... 
would make me feel empowered as a woman,” Bhattacharjee said. “America really 
needs to have that kind of achievement, and I think women everywhere will be 
proud.”

But according to TPHS history teacher Lisa Hendricks, there are still stereotypes 
associated with the idea of a female president.

“Even when Hillary [Clinton] was running ... [there 
was] this idea that if you get a female as a president, 
just being able to deal with all the conflicts and things 
[would be too difficult for her emotionally],” Hendricks 
said. “The other issue: Let’s say there is a female 
president — what happens if she gets pregnant?”

Still, Bhattacharjee believes that a female 
president will likely be elected “in our lifetime.”

However, Christopher Hoang (11) agrees with 
Skyhar that America is ready to elect a female 
candidate in the next presidential election.

“I think we should look at [Park Geun-hye, 
the first female South Korean president] and 
see that as an example,” Hoang said. “See how 
people react and if [America is] up to it.”

Yet according to Laura Eidelson, a 
TPHS parent who actively follows 
politics, more women have been 
elected to top positions in other 
nations, like South Korea, because 
having live-in servants is more common 
there. Many wealthy women do not have 
the daily work of caring for their children, 
allowing them to pursue  politics. However, 
most American women raise their own 
children, making it harder to also hold 
powerful positions.

Lightner would advise young women 
who want to pursue political careers to get 
involved in local politics. Additionally, local 
political offices have internships for which 
students can apply that would help them as 
they seek entry into politics.

Despite the difficulties that women 
still face, the 2012 election results and the 
gains women made in obtaining influential 
positions showed the country that 
Americans are largely ready for change. 
The talk of Hillary Clinton as a possible 
presidential candidate in the 2016 election 
with widespread support from both genders 
is only one of many significant steps taken 
in this new era of politics.

By Michelle Oberman and 
Crystal Park

Pascal said that an issue of significance this year is rape because over half of 
rapes go unreported. According to the Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network, 23 
percent of rapes are not reported because victims say it is a “personal matter,” while 
16 percent fear reprisal and another 6 percent do not report because they believe the 
police are biased, even though the FBI ranks rape as the second-most violent crime, 
below only murder. 

“It’s usually the victim that gets shamed,” Pascal said. “There’s all of the rape jokes 
going around, and just the way that it’s taken very lightly [is a problem]. Education 
would be a good start [to solving it], because, I mean, it’s never the victim’s fault.”

According to Pascal, the issue of consent should be taught as part of sexual 
education in schools, so combatting rape would rely solely on holding the rapist 
accountable, rather than the victim. 

“[We need to teach our sons] what true consent is,” Pascal said. “When men are 
asked ‘Would you rape?’ or ‘Have you raped?’ most men would say no. If they are 
asked ‘Have you forced a woman into having sex with you?’ way more would say yes. 
I think that a lot of guys haven’t grown up with this concept that if a girl says ‘no’ the 
first time around, that just means ‘no.’ Anything but a clear ‘yes’ is a ‘no.’”

Pascal said that the only way the stigma against rape is going to change is if 
people actively protest it out, and that the stigma against feminism, described 
by Pedram as one of “crazy, psychopathic women with razor blades” will only be 
dissolved when people look at each issue separately. 

“People need to educate themselves on what feminism is and realize that it’s just 
the concept that women and men should be equal,” Pascal said. “A lot of people think 
it’s women hating men or that only women can be feminists, when really anyone can 
be. The thing is, a lot of people are feminists, they just do not identify as such.”

Pascal said that while she has always had the same opinions regarding gender 
equality, internet resources like Tumblr sparked her interest in and identification 
with progressive politics when she came across feminist and LGBTQ bloggers about 
two years ago. Further resources like the San Diego Feminist Book Group, a social 
group open to people of all genders and sexual orientations where texts from a 
variety of second and third wave feminist camps are analyzed and discussed; Utopia: 
The Scholar and Feminist 2013, where young feminist activism will be explored at 
Barnard College in March; and the Feminism and Rhetoric 2013 conference where 
feminist links between people, places, times and movements will be emphasized at 
Stanford University in September, all provide intellectual forums for “the rising 
generation” to ensure that feminist issues remain relevant. Likewise, the UCSD 
Women’s Center is a “space in which people work collaboratively to foster the 
educational, professional, and personal development of diverse groups of women,” 
according to Brookolo.

“We provide education and support to all members of UCSD regarding gender 
issues, with the goal of promoting an inclusive and equitable campus community,” 

Brookolo said. “We are grounded in a 
shared belief that ending one oppression 
requires ending all oppressions, and we 
work closely with the Cross-Cultural 
Center and LGBT Resource Center on 
campus.”

Natalie Kadonaga (10) said that for 
young girls, even more vital than the 
knowledge of future access to these forums 
and conferences to discuss ideas is the 
access to programs like dance classes 

because, by fostering qualities such as self-confidence in young girls, they make 
young dancers more willing to take control of the feminist movement and their own 
futures when they grow older.

“Dance lets me express my femininity, yet makes me feel fierce and fearless,” 
Kadonaga said. “I think, as young dancers, letting ourselves attribute our female 
sides to our strength is an important factor to how we see ourselves as women, and 
I think this mentality should be encouraged.”

As for the progression of the movement itself in 2013, Pedram said that, with four 
more years under Obama’s liberal administration providing access to birth control 
and breast cancer screenings, and with the increase of women in public sector 
positions, female rights in America are on “an upper trend,” but that white women 
are not the only ones that deserve equality.

“People don’t really focus on women’s problems in other countries, and I think 
that they should,” Pedram said. “People solely connote the feminist movement with 
America, and they feel like there aren’t feminist movements in other parts of the 
world so they don’t try to think about it [globally].”

Pedram said that the main worldwide targets of the feminist movement in 2013 
should be in Africa and the Middle East, because of the extent to which women’s 

rights are limited.
“I’ve heard my mom’s stories about what she went through [in Iran]; it’s 

horrifying,” Pedram said. “In Africa, there’s female genital mutilation, rape, stoning, 
beating; they get pregnant and have to go into little villages where they 
have their babies and stay there forever: it sucks.”

Still, Pedram recognizes the deeply- ingrained 
discrimination against American women in 
math and science fields, and said 
that since men have always been 
alchemists and 
pharmacists in the 
past, prejudices 
exist because 
the social 
norms have 
stayed that 
way. Even 
though the Equal 
Pay Act was passed in 
1963, women still earn 77 cents 
for every dollar a man earns 
in the same position and 
with the same level of 
education, according to 
the National Committee 
on Pay Equity. As 
a young woman 
who will enter the 
workforce within 
the next ten years, 
Kadonaga said that w h i l e 
this blatant gender discrimination is 
slightly discouraging, it motivates her to 
go to college to pursue a career not common 
among women in order to change this.

“[The workplace sexism] won’t go away for 
many years unless society starts to place more 
value on women in the male-dominated jobs than 
the women who choose to follow whatever the popular 
career happens to be,” Kadonaga said. 

Kadonaga said that the portrayal of strong female 
figures in the media, like the 2011 comedy “I Don’t 
Know How She Does It” about a finance executive who 
is the breadwinner for her husband and two children, 
is empowering for young women because it encourages 
them to emulate the character’s independence, but 
that over-exposure to the programs featuring these 
women just because they are females “doing what 
men can do” potentially further stalls progress 
toward the social perception of gender equality. 

“It almost makes it seem as if it’s so rare that 
these women challenge the stereotype that it was 
worth making a fuss,” Kadonaga said. “I agree 
that we can’t ignore the problem [of gender 
inequality], but I think people need to wake 
up and realize that someone’s gender [does not 
define their capabilities].”

Kadanaga is optimistic about women’s ability 
to control their own destinies by pushing for 
continued progress.

“To me, being a woman in 2013 means that, while 
we may come across obstacles because of our gender, 
we still have the opportunities to change what our future 
holds,” Kadonaga said. “If we continue not to challenge 
authority and instead do what society expects us to do, we 
aren’t taking advantage of the power that we do have today. 
Being female should be celebrated, but we should celebrate 
our own accomplishments, not just because we were born 
this way.”

By Katie Mulkowsky

Is feminism relevant? 
More than fifty years after the modern feminist revolution, the Falconer 

examines the current state of feminism.

Women belong in the house [of representatives]
Female politicians made tremendous gains in the last election, but 

American women are still fighting for true political equality.

2012
1848: Seneca Falls 

Convention produces 
Declaration of 

Sentiments

1917: National Women’s Party began to systematically picket the White 
House, demanding to know what President Wilson would do for Women’s 
Suffrage. Many of these women were arrested, jailed and went on hunger 

strikes. The government responded by force-feeding them.

1920: The 19th Amendment is ratified, giving 
women the vote 72 years, one month and one 
week after the Seneca Falls Convention.

1963: Betty Friedan’s “The Feminine Mystique” is 
published. Her work is credited as beginning the 

second wave of feminism in the United States.

1963: Congress 
passes the Equal Pay 

Act.

1973: Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision 
liberalizes the availability of abortion.

2009: President Obama signs 
Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act.

of TPHS students 
consider themselves

feminists

85 percent*

1972: Title IX is passed, requiring college 
sports to be funded equally for male and 
female students.

of TPHS students believe 

men and women are

not treated equally

47 percent*
under the law

serve in the 
113th U.S. 
Congress

98 women

Having women in 
political office

Shana Bass

matters for everyday 
women

Assistant Professor of Political Science at California 
State Univeristy, San Marcos
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