
Confused by the government shutdown? Intimidated by those snobs with their “informed opinions” and “news 
magazines” and “furnished apartments” and “running water”? Look no further! TPHS students sound off on the 

government shutdown, cut past the D.C. hoopla and bring you the latest informed opinions, sort of.

STUDENTVOICES: government shutdown

“I love the shutdown; I 
am not held back by the 
arbitrary arms of law 
anymore and cannot go to 
jail.  Just crossed “robbing a 
convenience store” off my 
bucket list! Free at last, free 
at last.
Karlos Danger (9) 

“The day of reckoning 
has arrived. This is what 
happens when we let the 
gays get married. Lo, the 
rapture is upon us.
Judy O. Christian (12) 

“Does this mean killing is 
legal? If so, I’d like to take 
this opportunity to order 
a hit on Tom Barnfield, 
4320 Applewood Lane, 
Columbus, Ohio. He knows 
why.
[name withheld] 

“Just because the federal 
government is shutting 

down, doesn’t mean TPHS 
student government is! 

Support your teams this 
Friday by wearing that free 
shirt we threw at your face 

during passing period last 
year. We know you still have 

it. We watch. Wear the 
damn shirt. Go Falcons! 

Stu C. Ouncil (11)

“Look, I know all about the 
government shutdown 
‘cause I heard my dad 

yelling at the TV about it 
yesterday. Basically, it’s 
like, Obama and China 

and terrorists. And like, 
thus, the jope. Therefore, I 
think the main problem is 
Mexicans and old people 

or something.  
Lloyd Khristmas (9)

“Well, I think the current 
political climate is indicative 
of a dangerously polarized 
legislature. We all need to 
realize it is time for an open 
and inclusive dialogue on 
health care reform free 
from reactionary rhetoric 
— hahahaha! Just kidding! 
Obama’s a communist.

“Now that the government 
has shut down, it is every 
man for himself. Wipe 
yourself off the grid, gather 
your provisions and move 
to a cabin in the rural 
wilderness of Maine. Make 
eye contact with no one. 
Do not worry about the 
authorities, for they are all 
furloughed. Forget about 
your loved ones; there is 
no room for attachment in 
these dark times. Good luck 
and Godspeed. 
Waltina White (12)

“I don’t know, man, I 
think it was an inside job, 
y’know — like the moon 
landing. I heard if you 
play C-SPAN backwards 
it sounds exactly like 
“Stairway to Heaven.” I’m 
not suggesting Ted Cruz 
is Satan, but Ted Cruz is 
Satan.
Jeff Spikoli (12)

“The government shutting 
down is exactly like our 

water supply shutting 
down last year: irritating, 

confusing and alarming for 
the bowels. Essentially what 

I’m saying is: I’m still upset 
about my experience with 

the Porta Potties. Where 
can I file a complaint?

Portia Potty (11) 

“[Congress] has to start 
spending money where 

it needs to be spent. 
For instance, instead of 

buying legible textbooks 
with covers that actually 

stay on — at this point, 
frankly, a pipe dream — we 

recently spent $30,000 
on our Homecoming 

dance. $15,000 on cowboy 
paraphernalia alone! Talk 

about giving the people 
what they want!

Zak Morris (10)

The people and quotes depicted here are (just barely) fictional. 
The government shutdown is (regrettably) entirely real.   

By Charu Sinha

“This country is definitely 
crumbling to the ground. 

Case in point: Natalie Dunn 
was not awarded Athlete of 

the Week for her fearless 
performance in powderpuff 
football. Also, health care 

and stuff. Wake up America!
Carl Spakkler (12) 

“The [shutdown] is a little 
bit confusing, but really 

simple to piece together if 
you watch a couple minutes 
of CNN in between six-hour 

Tosh.0 marathons, a process 
I call — patent pending —
Anderson Coopertoshing.

Dude McBro (10) 

“I was led to believe I would 
receive APUSH extra credit 

for answering this question. 
Do I have to sign a slip or 
something to prove I did 

this?
Gradi Grubber (11) 

Jessica McCarthy (12) 

What are your 
thoughts on the 

partial government 
shutdown?

How do you think the 
government shutdown 

has been affecting 
TPHS?

We asked you...

WHAT GOVERNMENT 
SHUTDOWN?

85%
said

A LITTLE FEDERAL 
CRISIS NEVER HURT 

NOBODY

15%
said


