
According to recent reports, 
TPHS’ annual prom is evidently 
the only factor keeping local 
businesses in the black. During 
these tough economic times, 
excited seniors armed with 
their parents’ open wallets 
are willing to pay for “literally 
anything and everything,” 
according to Cindi Johnson of 
Cindi’s Magical Faerie Garden, 
a local flower shop.

“I make specialty corsages,” 
Johnson said. “Out of rare 
tropical orchids. They cost more 
than a month’s rent, and no 
one in their right minds would 
buy one. But these kids, bless 
them, are willing to buy several 
dozen, because apparently they 
need to have back ups in case 
the flowers don’t look right on 
Facebook. Thank god for you 
all.”

Jenny Soup, who bought 16 
of Johnson’s corsages, says the 
cost is worth it if “it all adds up 
to a perfect night.” Soup has 
spent a total of $15,000 on a 
hummer limo, custom-made 
gown and newborn Sri Lankan 
leopard cub to carry around in 
her purse on Prom night. 

“I named him Senior, get it?” 
Soup said. “My dad had to pull 
a couple strings on the black 
market, but he understood how 
essential it was. After all, I’m 
leaving for college in the fall, so I 
won’t be going to Homecoming. 
What else are my parents going 
to spend their money on?” 

Patrons like Soup are 
contributing to the “largest 
economic event since the ‘dot 
com’ bubble,” according to 
University of California, San 
Diego economics professor Lee 
White.

“What we’re seeing here is 
a rapidly expanding market 

in which consumers have no 
regard for the cost or even 
practicality of a product,” White 
said. “In layman’s terms, this 
basically means loaded 17-year-
olds would buy an industrial 
forklift if they were convinced 
it completed their prom 
experience.” 

According to White, the 
disregard for frugality and 
traditional common sense is 
the only thing that is sustaining 
the surrounding Del Mar and 
Carmel Valley economies. 

“How else can you explain 
the existence of a shop that only 
sells designer boutonnieres?” 
White said. “Or a salon that 
charges you $300 to blow hot 
air at your scalp, for f---’s sake. 
The fact that these entirely 
unnecessary businesses have 
kept afloat is, to use an economic 
term, a goddamn miracle.”

However, the economic 
phenomenon is “very much 
limited to a 15-mile radius,” 
according to White. Tony Vega, 

who used to run a Goodwill 
store in Logan Heights, was 
going out of business before he 
made the decision to relocate. 

“I spent nearly all my savings 
leasing a property on Cedros 
for the store,” Vega said. “But 
I earned almost all of it back 
within the month. People were 
coming in and buying things 
I wasn’t even selling — like tin 
cans and gravel. One 40-year-
old woman bought a piece of 
driftwood for $65, saying it 
was ‘rustic chic.’ Another time 
I asked a kid why he would 
ever need a broken record 
player, and he said ‘because it’s 
vintage.’ Incredible. It’s like a 
different world up here.”

According to Vega, the 
months leading up to Prom are 
his most lucrative.

“Yeah, it’s a busy time,” Vega 
said. “It’s going especially well 
this year because I found a box 
of moth-eaten nightgowns in my 
attic. I was going to throw them 
out but a girl asked today if she 

could buy one of the high-low 
maxi dresses, and now here I 
am, 25 minutes later, with more 
money and fewer mothballs. It’s 
my favorite time of year.”

According to White, should 
TPHS students stop carelessly 
pumping money into the 
system, the effect would be 
“devastating.”  Based on recent 
numbers, however, it seems 
that this is not likely to happen 
anytime soon.

“I just sold a fully functioning 
hydraulic replica of the Trevi 
fountain as part of something 
called a ‘Prom-posal,’” Eddy 
Jones, owner of an outdoor 
furniture store in Solana Beach, 
said. “I don’t know what a 
‘Prom-posal’ is, but it sounds 
like a thing you spend time and 
money on in order to invite 
another person to spend their 
time and money on a different 
thing. Is that what they are? 
I don’t care, I just bought a 
timeshare in Belize because of 
them.” 

Prom Proves to be Boon for Local Economy

Numerous sightings of a 
lost freshman boy wandering 
around campus since late 
August have been reported 
with increasing frequency 
throughout the past month. 
Despite official statements 
released by administrators 
insisting that his existence is 
simply an urban legend, the 
boy has been sighted during 
lunch, at break, before and after 
school. 

Reports indicate that the 
freshman is wearing a Pacers 
jersey and is of medium build. 
He has been seen clutching 
a schedule sheet and a map, 
appearing bewildered; on 
several occasions he has asked 
passersby where room 504 is. 
When told that there is no room 
504, it has been reported that 
the boy slowly steps backward 
before running away or jumping 

into a bush. 
Other sightings detail his 

erratic but largely harmless 
behavior, including peering 
into rooms before apologizing 
that he has the wrong class, 
and somehow ending up stuffed 
into a girl’s locker. 

“Where is the lecture hall?” 
the boy allegedly said upon the 
sophomore girl discovering him 
in her locker. “I think I am lost.” 

Sightings have been reported 
throughout the past year — the 
earliest being Aug. 30 — and 
have steadily increased since 
then, now occurring every hour 
on the hour. The reports vary 
widely, but the established link 
is that the boy is most certainly 
a freshman, and that he has 
been trying to find his first 
period class for the past eight 
months. 

“Is this the B building?” the 
boy purportedly asked while 
pointing to a tree. “I hope I’m 

not late to class.”  
There have been efforts to 

find and capture the elusive 
young man, but all have failed 
due to the boy’s fear of sudden 
movement and propensity to 
vanish from sight quickly and 
quietly. Moreover, many have 
attempted to capture him on 
film, but all photos develop 
grainy and out-of-focus. 

The latest sighting claimed 
that the freshman was scaling 
the walls of the gym, trying to 
find the pool.

A hotline has been 
established for those who wish 
to report a sighting or who have 
any information regarding the 
identity of the lost student.
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 Unidentified Freshman Still Trying to Find First Period Class 
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College 
Board 
changes SAT

The College Board 
announced that several changes 
will be made to the SAT, 
including ending the penalty 
for guessing wrong, cutting 
obscure vocabulary words and 
making the essay optional.

“Wh-What?” every TPHS 
parent within a 30 mile radius 
said. “What is this change you 
speak of?”

The exam will revert to the 
old 1,600-point scale and will 
be available on the computer. 

“But this cannot be!” a 
gathering mob of parents 
shouted. “We have been 
indoctrinating the youth since 
birth for this test!”

According to College Board 
president David Coleman, the 
changes are part of an effort 
to realign the SAT with high 
school curriculum.

“We have branded ‘2,400’ 
onto their foreheads as the Holy 
One ordered! The scripture 
cannot change!” the mob cried, 
gathering vocab cards to use as 
kindling in a sacrifical fire. 

The test changes are 
designed to facilitate a move 
away from the need for test-
taking tricks and strategies and 
refocus on skills and evidence-
based thinking. 

“But what of the magicians 
who taught the youths their 
tricks? Were they but witches? 
Throw them in the river!”

Essays will be scored 
separately from the test and will 
require students to analyze a 
passage.

“Burn them,” local parents 
ordered as a pile of Kaplan 
books was set ablaze. “We have 
a new god now.”
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